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Letter / Statement from former Commissioner William P. White 
 
I am writing to clarify the intention behind the November 14 statement (set forth below) I issued in my 
capacity as Commissioner of the Department of Insurance, Securities & Banking (DISB) of the District of 
Columbia, in response to President Obama’s announcement earlier that day, that state insurance 
commissioners would have the discretion to delay enforcement of certain provisions of the Affordable 
Care Act which DISB had invested substantial effort and expense in preparing to implement. 
 
The following day, I was summarily dismissed from my position as Commissioner for the sole apparent 
reason that I had issued the statement in question, a statement that was materially consistent in 
substance with comments that had just been released by the President of the National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners on behalf of the NAIC.   
 
First, as a reading of the statement should make clear, the purpose of the statement was not to criticize 
the President, but rather to call into question the course of action being suggested to the state 
insurance commissioners, because of its potential impact on the District marketplace and its residents.  
While the statement reflected valid and widely recognized concerns, it also emphasized that DISB would 
work with stakeholders to determine the best course of action for District.   
 
I have been committed to the exchange idea because I believed it would improve the delivery of 
healthcare to District residents. I think what we, the Exchange Board and DISB, accomplished goes a long 
way toward making that a reality. 
 
Second, I was not speaking for the Mayor on that or on any other occasion, and have never indicated or 
represented otherwise.  During my tenure as Commissioner, my comments on issues affecting the 
insurance, securities, and banking markets in the District of Columbia were always conceived and 
intended to be from the regulatory perspective.  Not one single decision or action that I have taken or 
refrained from taking as Commissioner has ever been politically driven or motivated, and I have never 
acted on the political urging of anyone.  
 
It is regrettable that in this instance, other aspects of the situation were allowed to override what I 
believe were the more important marketplace concerns.  I did and said what I thought to be right in my 
role as the District's top insurance official, but there will always be differences of opinion with sensitive 
matters of policy.  I am disappointed this has ended the way it did.  We had worked hard to build 
something of real value for the District, and I thought I was doing my job by trying to protect it. 
 
Finally, I wish to express my sincere gratitude for the many calls and messages of support I have 
received over the past week from fellow insurance commissioners and others in the wider regulatory 
world and in the industry itself.   
 
I have consistently sought to serve the District and its citizens in a conscientious, professional, and 
honorable way, and am grateful to have had the opportunity to do so.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
William P. White 
November 25, 2013 
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Original Press Statement posted on DISB Website on November 14, 2013: 
 

Washington, D.C. (Nov. 14, 2013) - This is a statement by Commissioner William P. White on 
President Obama’s announcement today that state insurance commissioners have discretion to 
extend for a year insurance policies otherwise not allowed under the Affordable Care Act: 
 
The District of Columbia Department of Insurance, Securities and Banking has worked with other city 
agencies, private organizations, insurance companies and the community for three years in accordance 
with the goals of the Affordable Care Act to create an exchange that provides health insurance to 
everyone. 
 
The action today undercuts the purpose of the exchanges, including the District’s DC Health Link, by 
creating exceptions that make it more difficult for them to operate. 
 
The National Association of Insurance Commissioners elaborates today in its own statement: 
http://www.naic.org/Releases/2013_docs/naic_president_obama_one_year_extension_existing_plans.
htm.  
 
“This decision continues different rules for different policies and threatens to undermine the new market, 
and may lead to higher premiums and market disruptions in 2014 and beyond,” stated the National 
Association of Insurance Commissioners. 
 
We concur with that assessment. 
 
Since we are just learning of this policy change today, my department will quickly address our options, 
taking into consideration the views of the exchange, consumer and community groups, other city 
agencies and the insurance companies as we determine the impact of this shift on the goals of an 
affordable insurance marketplace for everyone. 
 
We remain committed to those goals. 
 

William P. White 
Commissioner 
Department of Insurance Securities and Banking 
Washington DC 
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